Fatal delayed post-operative cerebral venous thrombosis after excision of hypoglossal nerve schwannoma.
Lower cranial nerve schwannomas are rare tumours. We present a 35 year old female patient who had a lower cranial nerve schwannoma with both intracranial and extracranial components. The internal jugular vein was injured during the dissection of the extracranial portion of the tumour. Ligation of the internal jugular vein is not associated with significant post-operative complications. Our patient however, developed retrograde cortical venous thrombosis on the 14(th) post-operative day resulting in multiple areas of haemorrhagic venous infarction with raised intracranial pressure. Such a delayed contiguous cortical venous thrombosis has not been reported. We present this report to highlight this event and to outline the probable causes for the same.